
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 12, 2022 
MEETING OF THE 

WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD POLICY COMMITTEE 

April 12, 2022 
 
1. Opening Items 
 
1.01 Call to Order 

 
The meeting of the Board Policy Committee was called to order at 12:05 p.m. The meeting 
was conducted in the Board Room of the Central Administration Building, located at 425 
East Ninth Street in Reno, Nevada. 
 
1.02 Roll Call 

 
President Angela Taylor and Board Members Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, 
Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, and Beth Smith were present. Superintendent Kristen 
McNeill, Chief General Counsel Neil Rombardo, and staff were also present. 
 
2. Items for Presentation, Discussion, and/or Possible Action  
 
2.01 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 15, 2022 BOARD 
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Smith that the Board Policy 
Committee approves the minutes of the February 15, 2022 Board Policy 
Committee meeting. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, 
Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.02 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 5400, 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND 
CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Debra Biersdorff, Deputy Superintendent, Rechelle Murillo, Intervention Department 
Director, and Doug Taylor, Attendance Coordinator, presented the proposed revisions of 
Board Policy 5400, Student Attendance. Ms. Biersdorff told the committee that they have 
been working on revisions to this policy with the Office of School Leadership and the 
Office of Accountability. The majority of the revisions were to update formatting. A 
definition of “chronically absent” was added to the policy. Mr. Taylor explained that this 
is federally defined as missing 10% or more of enrolled days in school. Ms. Murillo added 
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that they try to take a preventive approach to chronic absenteeism by regularly reviewing 
absence rates and providing early interventions at multi-system tiered levels. The 
research suggests that as students become chronically absent they have larger academic 
gaps. 
 
Trustee Nicolet noted that the sentences in the Purpose section should be reversed to be 
consistent with other policies. She asked about the difference between excused and 
unexcused absences. Mr. Taylor explained that absences are considered either exempt 
or non-exempt. An exempt absence is one for which documentation is received from a 
medical, mental, or behavioral health professional. Exempt and all other absences count 
towards chronic absenteeism. Parents are encouraged to contact the school when their 
student is going to be out with an illness or domestic situation so that school can provide 
the student with work and the teacher can stay in contact with the student. Trustee 
Nicolet asked if there should be something in the policy that refers to prolonged medical 
or other absences. Deputy Superintendent Biersdorff replied that how absences are 
tracked and coded is contained in a detailed Administrative regulation that will be updated 
once changes to the policy have final approval. 
 
Trustee Mayberry commented that he assumed that an absence documented by a medical 
professional would be an excused absence and not count toward the federal requirement. 
Deputy Superintendent Biersdorff noted that there was a big change in the statutes and 
there has been ongoing messaging between schools and parents about the changes. Ms. 
Murillo explained that the federal definition of chronic absenteeism was revised in 2018 
so that any type of absence is counted. She added that they have put this information 
out to families through the communication department, so they are aware of how 
attendance is taken, how long students have to make up work when they return from an 
absence, and other information to help parents. Trustee Mayberry asked what steps are 
taken if a student is chronically absent. Ms. Murillo replied they first try to identify the 
reason for chronic absenteeism and then partner with families to put supports together 
for students and families. There are a variety of supports available depending on the 
reason(s) behind the absences. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the language 
under Purpose be rearranged to read: “This Board of Trustees (Board) Policy 
is designed to keep students in school, provide them access to the curriculum, 
and describe the guidelines set forth regarding student attendance in the 
Washoe County School District. Regular class attendance by students 
contributes to the educational process…” The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Church asked about attendance officers at schools. Ms. Murillo replied that the 
District currently has ten attendance officers assigned to schools and six re-engagement 
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specialists that help find students who have left the District and help them re-enroll in 
school. Attendance officers help to identify students who are chronically absent and can 
also do home visits and transport students. Trustee Church asked if most of the direction 
about how this is accomplished is found in regulation, and Deputy Superintendent 
Biersdorff replied that it is. Trustee Church asked about current absenteeism rates. 
President Taylor noted that this is getting off the subject of the attendance policy but 
noted that there will be some updated information on this when they discuss 
transportation and its effect on absences. Trustee Church commented that he would like 
to see something in the regulation that addresses the parents of truant students sitting 
in on their student’s classes. 
 
Trustee Minetto noted that the 10% figure in the definition of chronic absenteeism 
amounts to approximately 18 days and asked how this fits in to cutting classes. Mr. Taylor 
explained that at the secondary level absenteeism is calculated on a per period basis and 
a certain number of periods amount to a day. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Minetto and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 5400, 
Student Attendance, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was 
Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe 
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.03 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 5600, 
STUDENT WELLNESS, SPECIFICALLY TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO THE 
DISSOLVED STUDENT WELLNESS COMMITTEE AND UPDATE FORMATTING, 
CLARIFY LANGUAGE, AND REFLECT CURRENT PRACTICES, TO A FUTURE 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Pete Etchart, Chief Operations Officer introduced himself for the record. He introduced 
Shirley Kakousky, Director of Nutrition Services, and Bristy Zimmerman, Registered 
Dietician, Menu Planner & Wellness Manager. Ms. Kakousky presented the proposed 
revisions to Board Policy 5600, Student Wellness. The policy was last revised in May 2020 
and the current changes are minor formatting changes recommended by the legal team. 
The associated Administrative Regulations will be revised to align with the policy once 
the policy revisions are approved. 
 
Trustee Nicolet noted that the header on page three of the policy is missing and Mr. 
Rombardo replied that this will be corrected. Trustee Nicolet expressed concern about 
food waste and asked if it could be addressed in this policy or possibly another policy. 
Ms. Kakousky replied that they try to be as proactive as possible in the purchasing, 
planning, and preparation processes to avoid waste. President Taylor commented that 
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the issue of food waste doesn’t necessarily fit in the Student Wellness policy and asked 
Mr. Etchart where it would be appropriate. Mr. Etchart agreed that food waste is an 
important issue. He noted that federal guidelines require students to take a certain 
amount of food to count as a full meal and added he will look at existing policies and 
administrative regulations to see where the issue of food waste would fit best. 
Superintendent McNeill commented that there is an Administrative Regulation titled Meal 
Consumption and suggested it may be an appropriate place to address food waste. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 5600, 
Student Wellness, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for 
Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass 
(Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth 
Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.04 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6171.1, 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE 
FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Lauren Ford, Lead Area Superintendent, presented the proposed revisions to Board Policy 
6171.1, Alternative Education Program. Ms. Ford noted that this policy has not been 
updated since 1992. She explained that since the policy was last updated in 1992 there 
is a new state requirement that the District submit an Alternative Education Plan each 
year that is monitored by the State Board of Education along with the Distance Learning 
Plan. The District receives a report on this monitoring every year. Changes to the plan 
included formatting, additions to the Purpose statement, and added definitions. Number 
3 under Policy is a required element and describes target groups of students for 
alternative education.  
 
Trustee Church asked about the reference in the policy to supporting “students at risk of 
dropping out of school” and commented that the groups of students described in section 
3 under Policy are not necessarily at risk of dropping out but rather may just have specific 
needs. Ms. Ford replied that they have a risk indicator for dropping out and the conditions 
listed under section 3 are factors that lead to a higher risk of students dropping out. Mr. 
Rombardo commented that “students at risk of dropping out” could be removed from the 
Purpose statement but noted that the statute is worded “a school district may…operate 
an alternative program for the education of pupils at risk of dropping out of school...” 
Trustee Smith agreed they would not want to tell groups of students that they are going 
to drop out but added there are probably metrics that indicate these discrete groups are 
at a higher risk of dropping out, though dropping out is not a predestined outcome. 
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Trustee Rodriguez asked about 3b under Policy “behavior disorders/behavior placements” 
and asked if this would include students with legal obstacles and Ms. Ford indicated that 
it would. Trustee Rodriguez asked what category students who are victims of trafficking 
would fall under. Ms. Ford replied that this would fall under category 3g. Mr. Rombardo 
noted that this would also fall under 3h “students who need flexibility due to a special 
circumstance.” 
 
Trustee Smith suggested that teenage fathers be added to section 3e under Policy and 
Trustee Church suggested inserting the word “parents” in place of “mothers.” 
 
It was moved by Trustee Church and seconded by Trustee Smith that the language in 
section 3e on page two of the policy be revised to read: “Pregnant 
teens/teenage parents.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff 
Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, 
and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Church asked about 3c “students wishing to accelerate their education” and 3i 
“students wishing to graduate early.” He suggested revising the language under 
Definitions and made a motion to add “and/or students with special educational goals” to 
the end of the definition of “Alternative Education.” President Taylor commented that this 
wording sounds like special education. Ms. Ford noted that students wanting to accelerate 
their education or graduate early may be at risk of dropping out if the District does not 
provide them the avenues to do so. President Taylor suggested they could add the 
wording students “who may be” at risk of dropping out of school. Trustee Church 
withdrew his motion. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6171.1, 
Alternative Education Program, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the 
vote Split 6:1: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor; Nay: Jeff Church) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6154, 
HOMEWORK, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, introduced Jenni Anderson, current Director of 
Distance and Blended Learning, and soon to be Director of Elementary Curriculum, & 
Instruction, and Kindra Fox, Director of Secondary Curriculum & Instruction. Mr. Parks 
noted that homework is a site-based decision in the District and explained that Board 
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Policy 6154, Homework, was last updated in 2018. Current revisions include formatting 
and moving definitions to the front of the policy. Sections 1e and 1f under Policy were 
removed from the policy because they are not enforceable. He asked the committee if 
they had any questions or suggestions. 
 
Trustee Nicolet commented that the policy does not include anything about follow 
through by the teachers assigning the homework. She noted that correcting, reviewing, 
or otherwise providing feedback to students with regard to homework is an important 
element. Ms. Fox read from the Administrative Regulation on homework that states timely 
and appropriate feedback should be provided and that research shows specific feedback 
is the most effective. Ms. Fox suggested they could add wording to 2b to read “teachers 
should create an effective mechanism or system to communicate and review homework 
assignments.” Superintendent McNeill commented this is implied in section 2d of the 
policy that refers to the Board directing the Superintendent to adopt Administrative 
Regulation that includes the responsibilities of teachers and administrators with regard to 
homework. Trustee Nicolet commented that she would like the language added to section 
2b. 
 
Trustee Smith suggested adding a sentence to section 1 under Policy stating that “the 
Board does not mandate the implementation of homework.” She commented that this 
would provide clarification and strengthen the concept of a site-based homework policy 
at the discretion of individual principals. 
 
Trustee Rodriguez expressed the opinion that a site-based homework policy is not always 
fair, particularly when siblings from blended families may not have the same homework 
requirements. He commented that the homework policy should be uniform across the 
District. 
 
Trustee Church asked for clarification on the site-based homework policy. Mr. Parks 
explained that the policy allows each school site, under the leadership of the principal 
and most likely a leadership team, to decide on a specific homework policy for their 
school. Trustee Church asked if this conflicts with the Superintendents responsibility to 
develop regulation with regard to homework. Superintendent McNeill further replied that 
“site-based” refers to governance in a particular school and the regulations are the details 
on how a site-based homework policy will be carried out. Trustee Church confirmed that 
the Superintendent could not override a site-based homework policy decision. Ms. Fox 
told the committee that the policy was revised in 2018 to make homework a site-based 
decision. In 2014 the Department of Curriculum and Instruction was tasked to do a 
rewrite of the policy and the regulation. At that time, they looked at research on 
homework and other district’s policies and procedures and came up with some 
parameters for homework while still giving teachers and schools the ability to make 
decisions to serve their school populations. 
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Trustee Minetto asked if there is a law that says there has to be homework and Ms. Fox 
answered that there is no law requiring homework. 
 
Trustee Smith commented that there seems to be a larger conversation than just the 
policy and that she was interested in seeing the research and data on the value of 
homework at different grade levels. President Taylor noted that they had a lot of 
discussion about the subject in 2018. Trustee Smith suggested that the subject of 
homework and the latest research could be agendized for a future meeting. Trustee 
Rodriguez commented that a lot has changed since 2018 and he would like to see the 
subject discussed further. Trustee Mayberry commented that he generally supports the 
notion of a site-based homework policy but would like to learn more about the research 
on homework. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Church that language be 
added under Policy section 1 to read: “The Board does not mandate 
homework.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam 
Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Smith then called attention section 1d under Policy that states that “homework 
should not create inequity or otherwise cause a disadvantage to students’ learning 
success…” and asked what degree of confidence they have that this is happening. Ms. 
Fox answered she is confident that guidelines about homework are repeatedly 
communicated to principals and teachers. Superintendent McNeill commented she is 
confident administrators and teachers, as well as counselors and social workers, do a 
good job of understanding the needs of their students and families.  
 
Trustee Smith commented on section 2c iii where it states schools should encourage 
parents/guardians to “insist the work be completed through the student’s own effort” and 
suggested this language be revised because this is not always reasonable. There was 
some discussion on how the wording could be changed. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the language 
under Policy section 2c iii be revised to read: “allow the student to 
independently complete as much of the work as possible and provide help and 
direction to the student when reasonable.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Nicolet came back to section 2b of the policy and suggested adding language 
that conveys teachers will not just communicate homework assignments, but also review 
them.  
 



Minutes of the Board Policy Committee 
April 12, 2022 

Pg. 8 
 

It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the language 
under Policy section 2b be revised to read: “Teachers should create an 
effective mechanism or system to communicate and review homework 
assignments.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam 
Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
President Taylor commented on the language under Policy section 1 stating “the decision 
to implement a site-based homework policy is designated to the school principal” and 
noted that The Board does not direct principals or schools directly. Mr. Rombardo 
commented that the Board directs the Superintendent to adopt regulation to support the 
policy, and that any language directing principals and teachers should be moved to 
Administrative Regulation because the Board does not have that authority. He suggested 
the policy is not ready to move forward and recommended it be sent back to staff to 
review with Legal. Superintendent McNeill suggested this policy not come back to the 
Board Policy Committee until a new Superintendent is in place. Mr. Rombardo commented 
his concern with waiting is the District will be entering a contract with a new 
Superintendent saying they have a right to manage their staff and until the policy is 
changed it indicates the Board is managing staff. He suggested the policy be fast tracked 
to change this language or that it be disclosed to the new Superintendent that the policy 
exists, and the Board intends to change it because it contains conflicting language. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Minetto and seconded by Trustee Smith that the Board Policy 
Committee send Board Policy 6154, Homework, back to staff, with the 
proposed revisions, for legal review. The result of the vote Split 6:1: Pass (Yea: Jeff 
Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor; 
Nay: Joe Rodriguez) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.06 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6160, 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: SELECTION, ADOPTION, AND DISPOSAL, 
SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A 
FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed changes to Board Policy 
6160, Instructional Materials: Selection, Adoption, and Disposal. Also present were Jenni 
Anderson, current Director of Distance and Blended Learning, and soon to be Director of 
Elementary Curriculum & Instruction, and Kindra Fox, Director of Secondary Curriculum 
& Instruction. He explained that the policy standardizes the adoption and disposal of 
curriculum materials. The policy was last updated in 2020 and proposed revisions are to 
update formatting and clarify language, with no substantive content changes. There was 
no discussion. 
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It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6160, 
Instructional Materials: Selection, Adoption, and Disposal, to a future regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. 
The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen 
Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final 
Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.07 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6200, 
LITERACY, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, 
TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed changes to Board Policy 6200 
Literacy. Also present were Jenni Anderson, current Director of Distance and Blended 
Learning, and soon to be Director of Elementary Curriculum & Instruction, and Kindra 
Fox, Director of Secondary Curriculum & Instruction. Changes included moving definitions 
to the front of the policy, formatting, adding a definition of “culturally responsive 
practices”, and adding “Nevada Integrated Technology Standards” to section 2d on page 
three of the policy. The Policy was last updated in 2019. 
 
Trustee Nicolet suggested the order of the two sentences in the Purpose section of the 
policy be reversed for consistency. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the order of 
the two sentences in the Purpose section be reversed. The result of the vote was 
Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor; Not Present at Vote: Jeff Church) Final Resolution: 
Motion Carries. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6200, 
Literacy, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for 
Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass 
(Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and 
Angela Taylor; Not Present at Vote: Jeff Church) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
 
2.08 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6300, 
MATHEMATICS, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
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LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed changes to Board Policy 
6300, Mathematics. Also present were Jenni Anderson, current Director of Distance and 
Blended Learning, and soon to be Director of Elementary Curriculum & Instruction, and 
Kindra Fox, Director of Secondary Curriculum & Instruction. The policy was last updated 
in 2014. Current revisions include formatting and added definitions of “career and college 
ready” and “culturally responsive practices.” 
 
Trustee Smith referred to section 1a ii on page two of the policy and asked about the 
reference “…and one math class beyond Algebra 2.” She noted that there are other math 
classes that fulfill the high school math requirement that are not necessarily beyond 
Algebra 2 and suggested the wording be changed. Ms. Fox agreed that the language 
“beyond Algebra 2” could be interpreted to mean a math class higher on the complexity 
scale than Algebra 2.  
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Nicolet that the language 
under Policy at the end of section 1a iii be revised to read: “…and one math 
class from available courses.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff 
Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, 
and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Smith asked if the Board could bring a policy back by request and President 
Taylor said this can be done if two trustees make the request. Trustee Church asked for 
confirmation that a single Trustee could bring back a policy for review. President Taylor 
confirmed that in the case of policy a single trustee can make a request to review a policy. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6300, 
Mathematics, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees 
for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.09 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6400, 
ASSESSMENT, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, and Sandra Aird, Ph.D., Director of Assessment, 
presented the proposed changes to Board Policy 6400, Assessment. Mr. Parks explained 
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that the policy formatting was updated for consistency. The reference to the Nevada 
Proficiency Examination Program was removed and replaced with the College and 
Career Readiness Exam. The policy was last updated in 2014. 

Trustee Nicolet asked if the reference to the Office of School Leadership under Policy 
section 1a i should be removed because they are about to have a change of 
Superintendent and there could be a reorganization. Mr. Parks explained that the Office 
of School Leadership, which includes the Area Superintendents, is referenced because 
part of the Area Superintendents responsibility is the academic achievement of their 
schools. Trustee Nicolet noted that it is the Superintendent that would direct the Office 
of School Leadership. Trustee Nicolet made a motion to remove the reference to the 
Office of School Leadership. Trustee Rodriguez seconded the motion. Trustee Church 
asked for the opinion of staff. Dr. Aird explained that they encourage each school site 
to analyze the results of their school performance plans. The Office of School 
Leadership was included in the policy because they oversee that. She suggested that 
they may want to add the analysis of school performance plans back into the policy. 
She explained that they start with the District Strategic plan, then school performance 
plans, and funnel down to Multi-Tiered Systems of Support and teacher levels. 
Superintendent McNeill suggested they could also add the District Performance Plan in 
the levels. Trustee Nicolet withdrew her motion. After some more discussion another 
motion was made with regard to section 1a i under Policy. 

It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the 
language under Policy section 1a i be revised to read: “Encourages analysis 
of results and assists in planning for instructional improvement as 
established by the District Strategic Plan, District Performance Plan, school 
performance plans, and best practices for Tier 1 of Multi-tiered Systems of 
Support.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam 
Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 

It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6400, 
Assessment, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees 
for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.10 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 9110 
MEETING PROTOCOLS, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE 
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AND INTENT, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Neil Rombardo, Chief General Counsel, went over the proposed revisions to Board Policy 
9110, Meeting Protocols. Paragraph 1 under Policy was removed because it was deemed 
unnecessary language. Clarification was added to the Preparation of Agenda and Support 
Materials section. Generally, the Superintendent is responsible for the preparation of 
materials in support of agenda items. The difference between support and supplemental 
information was clarified. Any material provided by a Trustee to the Board will be included 
as part of the public record. Supplemental material should be provided as soon as possible 
at or before the meeting. The language in section b under Consent Agenda was added 
to be consistent with the public notice of the consent agenda which specifies that the 
Board President or Vice President retains discretion in deciding whether a consent agenda 
item will be considered separately. Clarifying language was added under section 5 Adding 
Agenda Items. Under section 7c Meeting Conduct and Order of Business language was 
added specifying the Board shall meet at least once a month and the Clerk must provide 
written notice to all members of the Board if a special meeting is called, both of which 
are required by law. Section 7d states that the Board President may take items on the 
agenda out of order, combine two or more agenda items, remove any item from the 
agenda, or delay discussion related to an agenda item. This provision was adopted in the 
legislature a few years ago and the policy is being updated to reflect this. He explained 
that if there is an item to adopt the agenda it is inconsistent with this provision in the 
law. Clarifications were made in section 7f Voting. As an elected body, the Board of 
Trustees always needs four votes to take any action. As elected officials, it is the duty of 
every member of the Board who has an opinion on an action item to vote. Language was 
added from the statute regarding conflicts of interest and voting. Trustees should first 
contact Board Counsel if they feel they have a conflict of interest. Mr. Rombardo provided 
a summary explanation of the language. If a Trustee has an interest where they or their 
family may have an advantage over anyone else in the community then they are obligated 
to disclose that and are permitted to abstain from voting if they get a letter from Board 
Counsel explaining that. If they have a conflict of interest that is not advantageous to 
them or a family member they are supposed to disclose it to the Board of Trustees at the 
time the agenda begins and vote on the item. Section 8 Regulation was added to the 
policy directing the Superintendent to have timelines for the submission of agenda items 
and support material, as well as how to make minutes available. 
 
Trustee Church made a motion to send the policy back to another Board Policy Committee 
meeting. There was no second to the motion. Motion dies. 
 
Trustee Rodriguez called attention to section 5 c where is states if two Trustees request 
the same agenda item to the Board President then then the Board President and the 
Superintendent must add the item to a future agenda in a “timely fashion.” He asked 
what would be considered a “timely fashion” in this case. Mr. Rombardo replied this has 
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been debated before and depends on how big the agendas are. In practice, President 
Taylor will reach out to the Trustees and give them an estimate of when it may get on 
the agenda. He added that if create a timeline in policy and can’t follow it then they are 
in violation of policy. President Taylor commented that they try to get items on the agenda 
as soon as possible, but it depends on the agenda load, how long it takes staff to prepare 
the agenda item, and how timely the item is. Trustee Church commented that he finds 
this unacceptable and that it gives too much authority to the Board President and the 
Board Leadership Team. He suggested a timeframe of no sooner than 30 days and no 
later than 60 days. Trustee Rodriguez asked if within four months would be reasonable. 
Trustee Mayberry commented that 90 days would be a good timeframe. Trustee Nicolet 
commented that she was not in favor of adding a definitive time to the policy. 
Superintendent McNeill noted there are a lot of differences between agenda items with 
some being small and relatively fast for staff to put together. Others are more detailed 
and can take months to prepare. She added that “timely” language protects the Board, 
the Superintendent, and staff. President Taylor commented that there are times when 
Trustees request an agenda item that staff is already scheduled to report on in the future 
and in that case they would not put the item on before that. Trustee Church commented 
that two Trustees requesting an agenda item should be able to request that it be on an 
agenda within 90 days. Trustee Smith commented that she is hesitant to define a timeline 
and she trusts the process to move an item forward in a timely fashion. 
 
Trustee Church made a motion to amend 5c to add language after “timely fashion” to 
read “and if the trustees so request it must be included on the agenda no later than 90 
days after the request is made.” There was no second to the motion. Motion dies. 
 
The discussion continued. Trustee Rodriguez suggested adding language to add an 
extension to the 90 days if staff needs more time to prepare. President Taylor suggested 
the language “…in a timely fashion, ideally within 90 days.” Trustee Smith asked the 
Superintendent if this is feasible. Superintendent McNeill replied that she and staff do 
their best to get items on the agenda timely but there can be unforeseen things that 
happen. She expressed the opinion it would be best to keep “timely fashion.” 
 
It was moved by Trustee Church and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the wording 
“ideally within 90 days” be added to section 5 c of the policy. The result of the 
of the was Split 2:5: Fail (Yea: Jeff Church, Joe Rodriguez; Nay: Adam Mayberry, Ellen 
Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Fails 
 
Trustee Smith suggested adding language under section 3 Consent Agenda that specifies 
it would take two trustees to pull an item off the consent agenda if the item has already 
been deliberated by the Board. There was discussion on how this should be worded. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Minetto that a section ‘c’ be 
added under Consent Agenda to read: “If a consent agenda item has already 
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been deliberated before the Board, then two Trustees are required to remove 
an item from the consent agenda for additional deliberation.” The result of the 
vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane 
Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion 
Carries. 
 
Trustee Church came back to section 5c and suggested that the language be changed to 
“if two or more Trustees request the same agenda item…” He commented that it is 
important if Trustee wants themselves on an agenda request to show sponsorship. 
Trustee Smith commented that this part of the policy is just about putting something on 
the agenda and was concerned that this change could look like an issue has been pre-
decided. President Taylor added that it could be perceived as polling. Mr. Rombardo 
explained that two trustees are as far from a quorum as possible, but still more than one 
person. Trustees should not show support for an agenda item until they are voting at a 
meeting. 
 
Trustee Church commented that the policy gives too much authority to the Board 
President and Vice President and suggested 5b under Adding Agenda items is redundant 
and should be removed. Trustee Church made a motion to remove section 5b. There was 
no second to the motion. Motion dies. Mr. Rombardo clarified that 5b states one Trustee 
can go to the Board President and request an agenda item and the Board President has 
discretion whether to add the item to a future agenda. If two trustees request an item 
the president does not have this discretion. Trustee Mayberry commented this is 
consistent with how other bodies of elected official operate. 
 
Trustee Church asked about section 8a Regulation and expressed concern that they are 
directing the Superintendent to adopt regulation that is telling the Board how to run their 
meetings. He suggested the regulation should be subject to Board approval. President 
Taylor commented that this concerns the Superintendent directing staff with regard to 
timelines, etc. 
 
Trustee Church asked about language under section 3b Consent Agenda that reads “the 
Board President or Vice President retains discretion…” He suggested it should say 
something like “in the absence of the Board President, the meeting manager.” He also 
commented that rather than just the Board President having the discretion to decide if a 
consent agenda item will be considered separately, there should be the option of a motion 
and a vote. Mr. Rombardo clarified that there can always be a vote to remove an item 
from the consent agenda.  
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Church that the language 
under Consent Agenda section 3b be revised to read: “The Board President or 
the acting chair retains discretion in deciding whether the item will be 
considered separately.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, 
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Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Church and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that language be 
added under Consent Agenda section 3b to read: “A Trustee may move to 
remove an agenda item from the consent agenda to be considered separately.” 
The result of the vote was Split 5:2: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Diane 
Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, and Angela Taylor; Nay: Ellen Minetto and Elizabeth Smith) Final 
Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Church commented he feels the opening statement about the Nevada Legislature 
that was redacted should remain in the policy because it shows the community that they 
care about transparency. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Church and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the opening 
language struck from the Policy section regarding the Nevada State 
Legislature be kept in the policy. The result of the vote was Split 2:5: Fail (Yea: Jeff 
Church and Adam Mayberry; Nay: Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth 
Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Fails. 
 
Trustee Church called attention to section 2a Preparation of Agenda and Support 
Materials and suggested there be a mechanism for Board members other than the 
President and the Vice President to have input in this area. President Taylor commented 
that if Trustees get together and make decision it is an open meeting. Trustee Minetto 
commented that the Board elects their leadership and there must be an element of trust 
in the leadership. 
 
Trustee Church made a motion to add to the policy that “the agenda shall be presented 
to the Board of Trustees for approval.” There was no second to the motion. Motion dies. 
 
Trustee Church commented that he does not like to see policies that have a bullying 
effect by a majority over a minority. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forwards the proposed revisions of Board Policy 9100, 
Meeting Protocols, as amended to a future regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Split 
6:1: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth 
Smith, and Angela Taylor; Nay: Jeff Church) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
3. Closing Items 
 
3.01 Public Comment 
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There was no public comment. 
 
3.02 Announcement of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Board Policy Committee would take place on Tuesday, May 17, 
2022 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
3.03 Adjourn Meeting 
 
There being no further business to come before the members of the Committee, President 
Taylor declared the meeting adjourned at 3:13 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________     
Angela D. Taylor, President 


